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Inside this issue: September 28th 2009 marks the beginning of the 28th meeting of Working Group on 
Information Systems and Services (WGISS). Itôs with great pleasure that the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) invites the members of the WGISS to 

South Africa for this next biannual workshop. 

South Africa is situated at the southern most tip of the African continent and will be 
a long way from home for many of the WGISS participants; however, I assure you 

that the long journey will be worth the visit.  South Africa is a melting pot of        
cultures, biodiversity, and history that span back to the origins of mankind. With   
national treasures such as ñThe Cradle of Human Kindò, ñTable Mountainò and ñThe 
Kruger National Parkò, South Africa provides a perfect venue for a pre- or            
post-working group de-stressing.  South Africa represents a country of massive bio-
diversity and an opportunity to view some of largest land mammals on our planet, 
including elephants, lions, rhinos, and giraffes.  It is also home to many cultures 

worth exploring - each with their own folklore, history and language.  In fact we 

have eleven official languages. 

The meeting will take place in the city of Pretoria, the administrative capital of South 

Africa. Pretoria, also affectionately referred to as the Jacaranda City, is situated 
45km outside Johannesburg and is home to the main campus of the CSIR. The meet-
ing place is located at the CSIR International Convention Centre (just outside the 
CSIR main campus) where the working group will meet for five days. Situated inside 
a small nature reserve, the CSIR and the Convention Centre fall on the eastern out-
skirts of Pretoria and provide a peaceful and nature-bound setting, where much use-

ful discussion and work will occur. 

 

The Pleasure Is Ours, 

On Behalf of the CSIR 

Terence L van Zyl 
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Pretoria: A Rainbow of  Cultures 
By Cecilia Nelson & Folami Duncan 

While exploring the city youôll find that the 

history of Pretoria can be portrayed through 

some of the outstanding structures and build-

ings in Pretoria. One historic attraction to 

visit is the Voortrekker Monument, which 

was built by the Voortekkers and left behind 

between 1835 and 1854.  Another attraction 
is the  Melrose House and Kruger House.  

The Melrose House is where the Treaty of 

Vereeniging  was signed in 1902 to end the 

Second Boer War.  The Kruger house was 

built using cement and milk in 1884, because 

the cement provided was not of good quality.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aside from its rich history, Pretoriaôs wildlife 

and natural scenery are great features of the 

lovely city. Pretoria is known as the Jaca-

randa city, named after its famous trees. The 

mauve-flowered trees are very popular in 

October when they are in full bloom. If you 

love animals, while in the city, be sure to 

visit one of the many animal sanctuaries such 

as the Austin Roberts Bird Sanctuary, the 

Makopa Reptile Park, and the National Zoo-

logical Gardens of South Africa.  

It is not difficult to find activities to do while 

visiting Pretoria. You will be pleased to 

know that it is easy to find your way around 

the city.  

 

The extravagant 

city of Pretoria is 

home to a wide 

array of cultures, 

adventures, and 

natural treasures.  

Anyone visiting 
Pretoria will al-

ways find that 

there is an abun-

dance of activi-

ties and things to 

see and do.   

Located in the 

northern part of 

Guateng Prov-

ince, South Africa, Pretoria is the 

countryôs administrative capital city. 
Pretoria houses one of South Africaôs 

most diverse populations. The city is 

composed of a unique blend of cul-

tures: Afrikaans (Dutch), British, and 

the native black Pretorians.  The lan-

guages of the people of Pretoria range 

from English to Xitsonga.  

Reflective of the diverse culture,    

Pretoriaôs cuisine is a ñmelting potò of 

flavors. Church Square is a great place 

to find a mixture of fine restaurants. 

With the large variety of food choices, 
there is something to satisfy every indi-

vidualôs  taste.    

Your visit to Pretoria should be enjoy-

able, despite the frequently warm 

weather.  Winters in Pretoria are       

usually dry and sunny, while the     

summers are hot. 

                                                          

Vootrekker Monument in Pretoria 

Mauve-flowered trees  
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WGISS-27 

 (1)Lorant Czaran  (2) Martha Maiden  (3) Pakorn  Apaphant  (4) Chang Liu  (5) Dingsheng Liu  (6) Natalia Kussul   (7) Yonsook Enloe   

 (8)Gabor Remetey-Fulopp  (9) Michael Burnett   (10)  (11) Courtney Davis  (12) Terence L Van Zyl (13) Jean-Pierre Antikidis  (14) Michelle 

 Piepgrass (15) Andrii Shelestov (16) Martin Yapur  (17) Olga Kussul  (18) Shinobu Kawahito  (19) Li Guoqing  (20) Lyndon Oleson  (21) Dan 

 Mandl  (22) Julio Cesar Dalge  (23) Sergii Skakun  (24) Paul Kopp  (25) Ivan Petiteville  (26) Beate Hildenbrand  (27) Chutipong Lavongkird  

 (28) Karen L. Moe  (29) Phuriwaj  Ruengnaowaroj   (30) Francis Lindsey  (31) Kayzer Moroka. [Several attendees missed this photo-shoot.] 

 

 WGISS-27 in Toulouse, France  

 Many Thanks to Paul Kopp and CNES for Hosting WGISS-27 
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Paul Kopp appears to be satisfied with the meeting. Everyone attending ap-

peared to be ñvery satisfiedò .  Thanks to CNES for a great meeting.  From 

Paul:ñOrganizing the meeting in Toulouse was a real pleasure, and I hope all 

participants could take a flavor of characteristic atmosphere of our city.  On 

the CNES side, we were happy to introduce some of our EO data centers 

during the workshop.ò 


